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Bennigsen hoped that Napoleon was still in retreat across
the Vistula, but was not strong enough to dare to push him
hard; the Emperor had no intention of repassing the river if
he could help it, but he was far from certain that Bennigsen
might not compel him to do so.

He at once proceeded to issue orders for the assumption
of winter quarters as he desired to hold them. His main
line of communications was now changed. The route by
Warsaw ceased to be his principal line, being replaced by
that of Thorn. The chief depot on that line would be Posen,
whence canals afforded excellent communications, in open
weather, with Magdeburg in rear, and Bromberg in front.*

The Warsaw line was by no means given up. It was
necessary on all grounds, military as well as political, to
retain the Polish capital. Savary's success at Ostrolenka
had cleared the country, and allowed of the establishment of
direct communication between Warsaw and the main army
on the Lower Vistula, instead of forcing convoys to hug the
bank of the river, f To strengthen the force at Ostrolenka,
Jerome was ordered f to send to it a Bavarian division of
about 10,000 men, as well as about 5000 or 6000 Polish
levies. Napoleon had also added to it a tower of strength
in the person of Mass6na, whom he had summoned from
Italy to take the command of his right. Massena's relations
with King Joseph at Naples had not been too cordial, and
he welcomed the summons to more active duties in the field.

given peace to the world, we will re-enter our "beloved country. Our monarch
awaits us to recompense your incomparable valour. In the arms of our wives and
children, we shall console ourselves for all the misfortunes which have afflicted
our dear country" (Benmgsen's Proclamation, quoted, Dumas, xvin. 66, 67).

* Corr. 11,804, dated 12th February, to Daru.

t On the 19th February, the Emperor sent orders for the construction of a
good road from Warsaw to Osterode, behind the Ukra, passing through Zakroc-
z'm, Plonsk, Baciaz, Soldau, and Gilgenburg (Corr. 11,831). Osterode was
to be the principal depot beyond the Vistula, and the construction there of great
bread and biscuit bakeries was directed (Corr. 11,830, dated February 19th),

J Corr. 11,811, dated 13th February, and orders of 24th February to Mas-
sena (Dmnae, xviii. 467).